
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10162 October 18, 1999
Children program. Parents who often
are illegal aliens are able to collect
these checks, gain a foothold in the
United States until their child turns
18, at which point they can be spon-
sored and made legal immigrants. The
IRS makes no effort to prevent illegal
aliens from receiving earned income
tax refunds, which are sometimes pay-
able even if no income tax is due and
can exceed $2000. If a false Social Secu-
rity number is used, an IRS agent will
then assign a temporary number.

Well, these are some of the more
egregious examples of the problems
that we experience as a result of mas-
sive immigration into this country,
Mr. Speaker; and I do hope that my
colleagues will pay attention to them
and will try to address them both by
reducing the number of legal immi-
grants and by enforcing that with
stricter policies on the border with
using, if necessary, with using the
Armed Forces of the United States to
protect our borders which, as a matter
of fact, is a perfect reason for having
an Army, and that is to protect your
borders, and in this case we need that
protection against a flood of immigra-
tion of illegal immigrants that are se-
riously jeopardizing the situation in
America today.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION AGREE-
ING TO CONFERENCE RE-
QUESTED BY SENATE ON H.R.
3064, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000
Mr. LINDER (during special order of

Mr. TANCREDO), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106–395) on the resolution (H.
Res. 333) agreeing to the conference re-
quested by the Senate on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
3064) making appropriations for the
government of the District of Columbia
and other activities chargeable in
whole or in part against the revenues
of said District for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2000, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 71, FURTHER CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2000
Mr. LINDER (during special order of

Mr. TANCREDO), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106–396) on the resolution (H.
Res. 334) providing for consideration of
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 71) mak-
ing further continuing appropriations
for the fiscal year 2000, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
f

A NEW VISION FOR RUSSIA
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

GUTKNECHT). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
WELDON) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise this evening to discuss
Russia, the current problems that we
are seeing unfold in Russia, discuss
consistent with the hearings that are
being held in the Committee on Inter-
national Affairs and the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services and
other committees of this Congress, the
Committee on Government Reform,
what impact, if any, the U.S. has had
in the current economic and political
turmoil inside of Russia and the former
Soviet States.

Let me say at the outset, Mr. Speak-
er, this is an issue that I have dis-
cussed many times on this floor in the
past, and I do not just come here to-
night to criticize this administration,
although some of my comments will
appear to do just that. I come to offer
some suggestions for perhaps a new
way of dealing with Russia. In fact,
what I come to offer tonight, Mr.
Speaker, is a new vision for Russia, a
new way that this country can relate
to the people in Russia who have been
dominated by a centrally-controlled
Communist regime for 70 years and for
the last 6 years or 7 years actually by
a government that was totally focused
on Boris Yeltsin and the people around
him.

Mr. Speaker, I want the same thing
for the Russian people that the Presi-
dent wants, and that is a stable, free
democracy, a free market system al-
lowing the people of Russia to enjoy
the benefits that we in the West and we
in America enjoy. I want them to be
trading partners of ours; I want them
to reap the benefits of free markets;
and I want them to become a partner
with us in helping to ensure world sta-
bility. From my position as chairman
of the National Security Research
Committee, my job is to oversee $38
billion a year of defense spending for
new weapon systems and new tech-
nologies, and money of those tech-
nologies and much of that investment
is focused on threats, either perceived
or real, coming from Russia and the
former states. So it is my interest, as
a subcommittee chairman, to try to
find ways to work with Russia so that
perhaps we can create a more stable re-
lationship, not have to spend so much
of the taxpayers’ money on building ex-
otic new weapon systems that are de-
signed to kill people.

Let me say at the outset, Mr. Speak-
er, I think we made a fundamental mis-
take in 1991. The Russia that people
were so excited to throw off com-
munism, they were so happy to finally
be able to have the opportunity to
enjoy the kind of democracy and free
market capitalism that they saw us en-
joying in the West. And in those first
few months we were so excited with the
leadership provided by Boris Yeltsin.
And all of us were solidly behind him
at the time, that I think we forgot one

very important and basic notion, that
Russia’s success as a democracy was
not dependent upon one man. It was
not going to depend upon Boris Yeltsin,
but rather we should have focused on
upon helping Russia establish the insti-
tutions of a democracy that would last
beyond one person.

If we look at America, we can see
that quite evident in our history. Yes,
we have had great leaders from George
Washington, to Abraham Lincoln,
FDR, Ronald Reagan, all good people.
But America’s success is not based on
individual people and the work that
they do. It is based on the institutions
that allow our government to have a
system of checks and balances. It is
based on a Constitution. It is based
upon the institutions mandated in that
Constitution that allow people to as-
sume positions, but that the institu-
tion can never be circumvented by
those individual people.

In our rush to help Boris Yeltsin, Mr.
Speaker, I am convinced that our focus
was wrongheaded. We were so pre-
occupied with reinforcing Boris
Yeltsin, the man, that we forgot that
Russia could not and would not succeed
and become more stable unless we fo-
cused on institutions and strength-
ening those institutions.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, it is no surprise
to me that for 7 years, as Boris Yeltsin
called the parliament in Russia, the
lower house, the State Duma, and the
upper house, the Federation Council,
repeatedly called them a bunch of mis-
fits and rogues and crooks and thugs,
and while there may be one or two in
that Duma or perhaps more that would
fit those categories, what we did as a
country was reinforce Yeltsin’s notion
of what the Russian Parliament was,
that it was not an institution to be
taken seriously. And, therefore, the
President, largely through his policies
of reinforcing Boris Yeltsin, sent a
message to the Russian people and to
the elected leaders of the state Duma
that America’s policy was based on a
strong Yeltsin and that we were not, in
fact, concerned with helping to
strengthen the institution of the state
Duma and the Federation Council and
those institutions that would allow
Russia’s Constitution and the Russian
government to stabilize itself. And now
we are paying the price for that, Mr.
Speaker.

Yeltsin’s popularity in the most re-
cent poll in Russia is 2 percent. In fact,
one poll had him being disliked by the
entire electorate, which is something I
cannot believe, that everyone in Russia
that would be polled would say that
Yeltsin was not good for Russia as a
nation and that, in fact, he should be
replaced.

But the most recent poll that I see,
provided by one of our think tanks
here in Washington, showed Yeltsin’s
acceptance rate in Russia at 2 percent.
Now that leaves us as a country that
has been Russia’s closest partner in
this new experiment in democracy as a
country that has totally reinforced
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